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History
+

m Skutnabb-Kangas and Toukomaa (1976) drew
attention to the distinction between academic and
social language ability.

They studied Finnish immigrant children in
Sweden.

They found these students had high social
language ability in Swedish but performed
poorly on academic tasks.
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s Jimi Cummins developed
the acronyms of BICS and
CALP in 1979.

® He did extensive research
In Quebec and he
discovered two dimensions
of language: academic and
soclal.
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— ﬂssess thelr students’ proficiency In twoe
~distinct areas and provide appropriate
education.
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BICS stands for Basic Interpersonal
‘Communication Skills.

® CALP stands for Cognitive Academic
Language Proficiency.




" BICS: Face-to face
conversational fluency,
Including; mastery. ofi
pronunciation, vecabulary, and

grammar.

English language learners
typically acquire conversational
language used Iin everyday
activities before they develop
more complex, conceptual
language proficiency.




Definition

1 CALP: Language
proficiency associated
with schooling, and the
abstract language
abilities required for
academic work.

1 A more complex,
conceptual, linguistic
ability that includes
analysis, synthesis and
evaluation.



EBICS
O CALP

Language proficiency




(’J Sometimes teachers don't see the
| whole linguistic picture!
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Cognitively Undemanding

Art, Music, Physical
Education.. Activities that
are very much hands-on
and visual.

Context-Embedded

Math computation, science
experiments, social studies
projects, activities that are
visual yet tied to content.

Telephone conversation, a note
on a refrigerator, written
example without examples...all
these demands higher cognitive
level.

Context-Reduced

Take a test, present a research
paper, listen to a lecture and
understand abstract concepts.

Cognitively Demanding
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Factors that determine one’s ability
to acquire CALP

® Prior scnooling ancd experience using cornoles
JFIHUI]?IUQ
® | evel of literacy In tne firsi lariguzege.
Reading acnigvermernt ir englise Is rnore
cdeoerident o reacding acriigvernert i inelr
naiive lariguzge inean it s on relaive orel
oroficiency In englisrl.
Arnournt of exposure and graciice ir) ire secorid
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of BICS QOALPE

{eElVErSaliona /Academic distinction reflects an
ANLONOMOUS PENSPECtiVe on language which |gnores IS
]DCC'EJJH..E |secial practices and power relations.”

CALROr academlc language proficiency represents little
mere than “test-wiseness.” It is an artifact of the
= Inapy ropnate way In which it has been measured.”

:"""' “The notion of CALP. promotes a deficit theory insofar as
= 4t attriputes the academic failure of bilingual/minority
‘students to low cognitive/academic proficiency rather

than te inappropriate schooling.”




What ESL. Teachers should know

* The TESOL ESI Standards
(1997) state: “In school
environments, ESIL students
need to be able to use
spoken and written English
both to acquire academic

content and to demonstrate
their learning.”




Teaching reading to ESL students

* Instruction in phonemic
awareness and letter-
sound correspondences

* Phonics instruction:
immersion in a literate
environment

* Systematic phonics
instruction: word
recognition and decoding

skills
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reachl proficiency level
academicaliyg new
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Include allsieur l2nguage
function IR every: lessen
SO that studentsrare
catching up mstead of
falling behinad:




Jin’s personal experience...

» >

Learned English as a second language

Acquired both Kerean social and
academic language before immigrated
to the United States.

Reading Is easier than w:l{ng
In Korean school, Llearned to read
many books.

However, Irnever learned to
formal paper in Korean and' |

sometimes  struggle*with writing
essays In Engliser/
Personally agree with Cummins ide |

BICS and-CALP and one’s own
language skills affectmgy,l rning a
second language.




Robin’s personal
experience...

e Robin learned Spanish as a foreign
language while In an English-speaking
country.

e Robin was fluent in English BICS and
CALP before attempting to learn
Spanish.

e While in Spain, reading and writing
were much easier than speaking and
listening.

“l read several books in Spanish
while | was in Spain, which
iImproved my CALP in Spanish
tremendously, just as Cummins
suggests.”

< Social language proficiency improved
drastically with exposure/immersion in
Spanish culture.
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http://www.everythingesl.net/inservices/bics_calp.php
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